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Scotland

(A)   GENERAL

The Scots, it is said, love their history but do not study it -
perhaps love it the more easily because they do not permit
study to interfere with preconceptions. There is less truth in
this opinion than once there was, but it has to be confessed
that the number of writings to be recorded is disappointingly
small: it is only in the last few years, perhaps in the last
decade, that the sort of professional work commonplace in
English and Welsh history has become at all prominent in the
northern kingdom. An older tradition of lively narrative,
little analysis, and doubtful accuracy survives still in Mackie's
brief introduction,1245 while signs of improvement appear in
the more generously planned two-volume general history pro-
duced by Dickinson and Pryde.1247 These works all follow
tradition by concentrating on the history of politics and the
Church. In view of the dearth of really detailed investigation,
it is surprising to find that a multi-volume general history
is also in the making; indeed, its modern section is complete in
two volumes of which Donaldson's on the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries is the more impressive.1248 Campbell's
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